implanted devices, but very little detail on anaesthesia, and the chapter on office-based cosmetic surgery is a reflection of the author's personal experience and techniques (including a "cookbook" protocol), supported by numerous anecdotal descriptions.
The plethora of clinical trials and the frequency of review articles, guidelines and the occasional journal supplement attest to the pace of research and the size of the "big little problem" of nausea and vomiting. Dr Josef Donnerer, Professor at the Institute for Experimental and Clinical Pharmacology in Graz, has compiled this relatively slim book that attempts to present a snapshot as at September 2002 of the "state-of-the-art" as well as the "state-of-the-science" of antiemetic theory and clinical practice.
Donnerer has cast his net wide across many countries and many disciplines to present a comprehensive picture of nausea and emesis in thirteen chapters. Four chapters focus on basic sciences. There is a chapter each for 5-hydroxytryptamine receptor antagonists, the potential of substance P antagonists and metoclopramide. Finally there are six chapters on nausea and vomiting in specific clinical scenariosopioid usage, postoperatively, chemotherapy and radiation and two on hyperemesis in pregnancy. Working in a rural setting, these last two were particularly welcome as advice is often sought by friends and colleagues on the clinical place of the newer agents and their safety in pregnancy.
Each chapter is complete in itself and thus there is some repetition in the book, but this is no disadvantage as there would be few people who would wish to read every chapter.
Different chapters would be useful to trainees studying for Primary or Final This is the third edition of this book and it has quite rightly been very popular in the past. It is designed as a practical ready reckoner of specific information about specific drugs used in anaesthesia and intensive care practice and it fulfils that role reasonably well.
The book lists approximately 200 drugs in alphabetical order, with virtually all the information we need to know about each drug contained in two pages of notes.
The best aspect of this book is the standardized format that is used to present all this information about each drug. This method is outlined in the preface and in fact is one of the reasons the authors compiled the book. This format is to be recommended to all Part 1 candidates. In fact generations of anaesthetic trainees have used it in preparation for and in actual exams and this remains a great legacy from the two authors to the anaesthetic community. It is a great method of summarizing information about individual drugs.
There are a few problems with this book however. It is written for a U.K. audience and unfortunately some of the newer drugs that we use, Paracoxib for instance, are not included, whereas other drugs not available here are included. Another problem is that it contains limited information about specific drugs and should not be regarded as a textbook on pharmacology, as general topics, pharmacokinetics and pharmacodynamics for example, are not mentioned, nor are general facts that pertain to classes of drugs.
Finally, there are gaps in the dosage sections, particularly for infusions, where a sample "cocktail recipe" would make the book much more useful. Under "Epinephrine", for instance the infusion rate of 0.01-0.1 µg/kg/min is given, but a note explaining 3 ml of 1:1000 epinephrine in 100 ml of NaCl and starting at 1.5 ml/h for a 70 kg adult would be useful.
The book, as in previous editions, continues to be published in a size designed to fit in a pocket. Of the other pharmacology books published in this size I feel it is the most useful because of the standardized 148 BOOK REVIEWS Anaesthesia and Intensive Care, Vol. 32, No. 1, February 2004 
